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From the editor

Stewart asks us in his letter to
consider wonder. Summer is an excellent time to
feel this emotion. Blue poppies are my especial
favourite wonder at the moment – their amazing
sky-blue colour and the fragility of their petals. We
have some in our garden and I love them.
In that garden we also have lily beetles, which are an amazing red colour and
have the impressive capacity to see me coming, at which point they leap off
the lily and lie upside down with their black tummies invisible against the
earth. And then there are slugs and snails, which climb up a long way up
stalks to chew my lupin buds. How do they know that the lupins are up
there? Some wonders are easier to love than others.
In this edition, the last until September, you can read about the splendid
efforts of many of our congregation on behalf of Christian Aid; and also the
recent dramatic productions from the young and the slightly older drama
groups. And there are the usual features – thanks to all contributors – in
which you can discover what George does with old milk bottles and what
luxury Carol would take to a desert island. (I might be wrong, but I think this
would be a first for Desert Island Discs.)
Have a very happy summer.

Pam
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From the minister
Dear Friends and Neighbours,
Wonder and mission.
Mission is a word that has been bandied about quite a lot recently.

As the Presbytery grapples with 40% cuts in ministry posts, while also retaining
a focus on and commitment to mission, the two seem to be worlds apart.
Mission has often conjured up travels to distant lands to serve, teach, preach,
convert, evangelise. Or, perhaps it’s seen as a form of service and outreach
but with an unstated intent that someone will join my particular church or
denomination.

Wonder conjures up a sense of unknowing, perhaps an image of staring at the
stars with a sense of beauty, vastness and possibility. Or perhaps a child
staring at a blade of grass beaded with dew or watching the curious and
unexplained movements of an insect going about its business.
Focussed and directed mission. Curious and unshackled wonder.
A book was recommended to me recently: Mission in Contemporary Scotland
by Liam J. Fraser. He is the minister in Linlithgow St. Michael’s, having landed
there after doing some work amongst university students and having
completed a PhD on the subterranean connections between religious
fundamentalism and strident atheism. My word.
And how does he describe mission? ‘The beginning and end of Christian
mission is wonder: wonder at the majesty of God’s glory, and the worship it
gives rise to.’

‘I wonder’ is a phrase often used in Godly Play, an approach to engaging with
Biblical stories that encourages questions, reflection and response. It can open
up new and unexpected possibilities.
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But – how often do we use that phrase when it comes to looking at the world
around us?
I wonder… what could we do to serve this community?… what people in this
area need to flourish?... what God is calling us to do?… what God is calling us
to be?... how we as a church can exemplify the peace that the world cannot
give?…

Our imagination is God given, and using it is a wise stewardship of the gifts that
God has granted to us. To wonder opens up the imagination. To imagine is a
way of envisioning something that has not yet been built or constructed or
formed.
To wonder is to imagine. To imagine is the first step to creation. To create is
to participate with God and Christ in the formation of the kingdom of heaven.
When was the last time you engaged in mission?
Which is the same thing as asking, ‘when was the last time you looked at the
world in wonder?’
Which is an invitation. Gaze at the world in wonder, see the traces of God’s
glory and ask yourself: how can I participate in that?
An invitation into a more excellent way, the way of love, the way of Christ.

Stewart
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Worship

Sunday 5 June
(Pentecost)

9.30am
10.15am
11.00am

Quiet, reflective time
Interactive, intergenerational time
Traditional teaching time

Sunday 12 June

9.30am
10.15am
11.00am

Quiet, reflective time
Interactive, intergenerational time
Traditional teaching time

Sunday 19 June

9.30am
10.15am
11.00am

Quiet, reflective time
Interactive, intergenerational time
Traditional teaching time

Sunday 26 June

9.30am
10.15am
11.00am

Quiet, reflective time
Interactive, intergenerational time
Traditional teaching time

Sunday 3 July

9.30am
10.30am

Quiet, reflective time
Integrated, blended worship

Sunday 10 July

9.30am
10.30am

Quiet, reflective time
Integrated, blended worship
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Christian Aid Fundraising is still
ongoing!
Watch out for Stewart’s links to click and if anyone
needs an envelope, Morag has them and they are
laid out at church too.
We started with the pilgrimage on 14th May. We had a good turn out and
were welcomed at St Martin’s and then at Duddingston with tea, coffee and a
bit of a shopping spree too at a little Fayre that was organised. Our ten-mile
circuit seemed to fly by!
The next weekend we celebrated the
end of Christian Aid week with music,
peace kites and refreshments
organised by the Guild. The
atmosphere was so happy and
relaxed. The youngsters were in fine
singing voice. The adults came up
with a few surprise turns too, which
were well received. When the notice
board went out on the prom we
wondered if the weather would be
against us but luckily lots of people
came! Thank you.
The fund-raising is ongoing…. Next up
we have the Breakfast Clubbers
selling cupcakes and on the 26th June
there is a choral concert at church at 7pm.
The talent and energy are remarkable. It all looks so easy but a massive
thanks to everyone who has made these events a success. It was pointed out
to me that the most important part is the coming together either as a
participant or as part of the audience. The conversations and chat in such
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relaxed and happy environments are to be celebrated and keep us thriving as
a church family.
Many thanks to Breakfast Clubbers / Michelle / Jamie / The Guild /Choir/
music contributions/ Sandra/ Fiona / Jane from Portobello Community choir/
Stewart/ Lourens/ Morag/ Moira and Jane with peace kites/ audience
contributions ….basically so many making good things happen.

Peace kites
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The Guild in action
Elaine

I keep telling people about the benefits of eating grapes. It’s all
about raisin awareness.
Did you hear about the big Lego sale? People were lined up for
blocks.
My girlfriend came to me with a balloon that said, “Will you marry
me?” So I popped the question.
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My Fair Lady – the Drama Group
Based on George
Bernard Shaw’s
‘Pygmalion’, ‘My
Fair Lady’ is one
of the most
popular musicals
by Lerner and
Loewe. It tells
the rags-toriches story of
Eliza Doolittle, a
common Covent
Garden flower
seller who takes
speech lessons from Professor Higgins so that he may pass her off as a lady.
Higgins is a hugely demanding role and was expertly played by Tommie
Travers. Totally at ease in the part, he commanded the stage with a flawless
delivery of both dialogue and musical numbers where every word was heard.
I particularly enjoyed ‘I’ve Grown Accustomed To Her Face’, which was sung
with real passion. At the performance I attended, Eliza was played by Sylvia
Cowie, who looked delightful and gave a beautiful portrayal of Eliza
transitioning from the rough cockney flower seller to the elegant lady. She
didn’t hold back in standing up to Higgins, no more so than in ’Just You Wait’
or in her outburst at Ascot. Sarah MacKinley played Eliza on alternate
performances. Paul Cooke was a most likeable Colonel Pickering with his dry
sense of humour and obvious support for Eliza. This trio worked well together
and had a good rapport, particularly in ‘The Rain In Spain’ number.
Alfie Doolittle, Eliza’s dad, is a gem of a part and Chris Cowie gave a very
lively performance, with lots of fun and good comic timing. His two mates Harry (John Lauder) and Jamie (Brian McKercher) - also gave spirited
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performances in ‘With A Little Bit of Luck’ and led the company in the rousing
‘Get Me To The Church on Time,’ which was one of the show’s highlights.
Aiden O’Brien was a most believable love- sick suitor, Freddy, with a lovely
singing voice which so suited ‘On The Street Where You Live’.
Other principal cast members were all very well played - Mrs Pearce (Arlene
Lauder) calmly carrying out her domestic duties, Mrs. Higgins (Debbie
Beveridge) an elegant matriarchal figure frustrated by her son’s behaviour,
the over-exuberant Zoltan Karpathy (Mark Wilson) and Mrs Eynsford-Hill
(Sheila Hay) astounded by Eliza’s conversation at Ascot.
There is loads for the chorus to do in this musical and the obvious joy of the
cast on stage spilled over into the audience. The enthusiasm in the rowdy
Cockney scenes contrasted so well with the demure, expressionless faces at
Ascot. The orchestra supported the company in the fabulous score, which
was very well sung, especially the Ascot Gavotte. The servants too were an
impressive vocal ensemble with excellent harmonies.
Good use was made of the small stage and floor area below, creating an
effective set. Costumes too were excellent.
This was altogether a well-directed, enjoyable production by a company who
had most certainly worked hard to produce a show of this standard in a
comparatively short time. The reprise of ‘On The Street Where You Live’ after
the curtain calls was a lovely touch and had the audience singing along.
The show was directed by Shona Cowie with musical direction by Nancy Kent.
After two years of disruption and uncertainty it was wonderful to see this
small group back on stage doing what they love and do so well and bringing
the joy of musical theatre back into the community.
D Johnstone for NODA (National Operatic and Dramatic Association)
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Junior Drama presents
Rock Bottom
Junior Drama kids gave an amazing performance
of their long-awaited show “Rock Bottom” on
Thursday night, 19th May.
“Rock Bottom” was an exciting non-stop,
laughing, dancing, singing musical show
featuring talking birds, lovable dinosaurs, crazy
cave people and volcanoes!
The Timekeeper keeps us up-to-date about a
young caveboy inventor named Bobby who wants to be an inventor but is not
the best at inventing things. His dream is to work for the glamorous and
famous Lady Lava. Lady Lava has a secret though - she takes a secret
ingredient called cellulite to keep her
young and beautiful, but she is running out of cellulite and she’s a bit nasty to
everyone.
Lady Lava needs inventors to help keep her young. Egghead, her last
inventor, was just not up to the job so Bobby now has his chance. On our
journey we meet talking birds, talking dinosaurs, big dinosaurs and some
crazy wacky characters such as Wild Willie, The 3 Juans, Zig and Zag, Coral
and Cliff and of course the cute and adorable baby dinosaur Rex.
Bobby invents a liquid form of cellulite which Lady Lava greedily drinks.
But this eventually turns her into a baby! - which pleases her assistant Crater
who can now be the boss.
The children rehearsed incredibly hard to perform this show. They had
amazing fun learning their lines, trying on their costumes, and getting into
character as well as learning new dances and fun songs. They took
responsibility and ownership of their show. When the adults wanted to give
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them a night off they said “No! we need to rehearse more!” Now that is
dedication for you.
I’d like to thank all our young ex-Junior Drama kids for coming back to help
with the show. Well done and thank you to all of you.
A huge thank you also to Maree who, once again, did an amazing job with the
costumes, Fiona, with her amazing singing skills and Charlotte, who used her
skills to make the youngsters fantastic actors and actresses.
Also a big thank you to all those who were able to come and see the show.
What now? Well, nothing until September, I’m afraid. So take care and have
a wonderful Summer.
Jamie
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A call to prayer
God uses ordinary people

“You will be my witnesses.” Acts, I,8.

A witness is someone who sees an event and then may testify to it in court.
And that’s not unlike what we have been called to do. We may say, “I don’t
feel qualified.” But God doesn’t call just the qualified; he qualifies the called.
Jesus said to his disciples, “You will be my witnesses… to the ends of the
earth”. They were simple folk – fishermen and tax collectors – but they were
willing to take a step when Jesus said, “Follow me.”
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1, 26-27: “Few of you were wise in the world’s eyes
or powerful or wealthy when God called you. Instead, God chose things the
world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And
He chose things that are powerless to shame those who ae powerful.”
Today, let’s try to pour out His grace upon others, that they too may
experience the richness of His love.

© 2016: This devotional is produced by United Christian Broadcaster, free of charge through the
generosity of our supporters. As a gift to the body of Christ, permission is given to Churches and Christian
organisations to copy up to a maximum of 52 daily excerpts per year. Excerpts must acknowledge The
Word for Today as the source, give the UCB address (see below) and inform that free issues of the daily
devotional are available for the UK and Republic of Ireland – .Westport Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent
ST6 4JF

P a g e 13

PJPC recycling group
Please collect, and hand in to the church, the following items for recycling:
•
• Used stamps and very old postcards
•
• Milk bottle tops
•
• Pens
•
• Soft lenses and packaging
•
• Blister packs
•
• Toothpaste tubes
•
• Toothbrushes
Stop press
Along with contact lens materials, the Recycling Group will also recycle
prescription spectacles. They go to a different place but we have that under
control. Maybe you have some, tucked away somewhere????
Kay
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Gardening with George – More plant lore
from George, horticulturist and star of the small
screen.
With temperatures rising, days still lengthening and a
chance of wall-to-wall sunshine, our gardens,
allotments, pots and patios should be starting to
produce food for the kitchen and a feast of beauty for
the eyes.
The garden centres and DIY stores have been offering bedding plants for sale
for some time now and the challenge has been to resist their various 'one off
bargains' until all danger of frost has passed. Usually by the end of May all
risks of a damaging frost have gone and so it is safe to plant out tender plants
in order to give us some exciting summer colour. Summer is an exciting
season and so bright exciting colours and colour combinations are the order
of the day. In the past, beds, pots and borders would be filled with red
geraniums, blue lobelia and white alyssum, a nod to the colours of the Union
Jack. Things have changed and now orange, bright yellow, magenta, pink,
bright blue and red are often mixed together and excite the eyeballs.

P a g e 15

In my cold glasshouse the tomato plants have been planted and are starting
to flower and set fruits. By midsummer there should be some ripe tomatoes
to enjoy. I will give the plants a spray of water in the middle of the day to
ensure a good fruit set. I am also trying a couple of varieties outdoors this
year: 'Veranda Red', a small- fruited dwarf bush one which I grew last year
and a beefsteak variety called 'Cuore di Bue', which is new to me. I will report
later on the results.

The Anderson household enjoys salads and so the old milk cartons have been
put to good use once again this year creating 'The Hanging Gardens of
Joppa', each one with a couple of drainage holes in the bottom, filled with
compost and sown with a small pinch of seeds such as lettuce, cress,
mustard, mizuna, beetroot and pak choi, all of which are harvested when
they are just about an inch and a half tall and added to the salad bowl. Why
not try a carton or two on the windowsill and brighten up your salads?
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I have sown some annuals at the allotment again this year to encourage
pollinators such as bees, hover flies, moths and butterflies, which are all
valuable species for the pollination of many of our common fruits such as
raspberries, blueberries, cherries, apples and pears as well as vegetables like
peas and broad, French and runner beans.
As I write this, there is some very welcome rain falling. Late April and early
May were very dry again this year and with the increase in average summer
temperatures it is important to keep any pots and containers well supplied
with water. Always water late in the evening so that the plants can absorb
the water overnight when the temperatures are lower and when there is less
chance of it evaporating from the pot surface. In the open garden, buy some
fine bark mulch and apply a layer (2" deep) around some of your special
plants in order to prevent any water you apply evaporating from the soil
surface.
Wherever you garden, have fun, stay safe and keep smiling.
Happy gardening.
George

You know you’re a gardener when you’re willing to spend three months of
your summer growing tomatoes in order to save £3.55.
A weed is a plant that has mastered every survival skill except learning to
grow in straight rows.
When you’re weeding, the best way to tell a weed from a valuable plant is to
tug on it. If it comes up easily, it’s a valuable plant.
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Brain-teaser
I’ve been thinking about summer holidays – remember them? –
and seeing how many words I can make out of the phrase
“summer holidays”.
I got 47. Can you do better?
You might prefer to make an anagram of the phrase, in which case you could
generate measly humidors, Durham myelosis, mushed royalism, mishears
mouldy or summarily shoed. But that might be silly.

Here are clues to some of the words I made.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To boil gently
An animal’s den or a grave plot
To surrender
To act (without speaking)
What Shakespeare put at the end of couplets. Sometimes.
Can describe warmish weather or not-very-hot curry. Or Jesus (meek
and…)
Beach
A stingy person
“I am a ---- and I live in a hole.”
What uses fewer muscles than a frown, allegedly?

Alison

Answers: simmer, lair, yield, mime, rhymes, mild, shore, miser, mole, smile
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Getting to know you – Carol

Q. What is a favourite hymn, and why?
A. Bind Us Together Lord – a hymn from our wedding.
Q. What is an early church memory?
A. Sitting in the church hall on green metal chairs listening to stories.
Q. What’s your earliest childhood memory?
A. My Grandpa watching the moon landing on the telly.
Q. What is your job, and in an alternative life, what job would you
have chosen?
A. I am an Employee Development Officer for CrossReach. In another life
I would run a small craft shop.
Q. What are you reading at the moment?
A. The Mage’s Blood, book one of The Moontide Quartet by David Hair.
Q. How did you find lockdown?
A. I was ok, spending time at home and lunch times with David.
Q. What is your most prized possession?
A. My Teddy.
Q. Tell us something that not many people know about you.
A. I like listening to rock music.
Q. What luxury would you take to a desert island?
A. My cat(s).
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Q. What do you do to relax?
A. Crafting.
Q. Where would you go in a time machine and why?
A. Back to 1985 and go to Live Aid.
Q. What is a favourite quotation?
A. Be the change you want to see.
Q. What kind of music do you listen to?
A. Rock Music, Nick Cave, Queen and Bowie.
Q. What do you miss (or not miss) about being a child?
A. I miss being able to skip down the road without getting funny looks.
Q. What gets you up in the morning (apart from your alarm clock)?
A. A visit from Lucy (one of my cats)... Doing something that makes a
difference.
Q. If there were no restrictions at all (expense, difficulties of travel etc)
where would you like to go for a holiday?
A. The Antarctic to see the penguins.
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News from CrossReach
We described 2020 as an extraordinary year!
Back then, it was almost unthinkable that 2021 would bring the addition of 12
further months of pandemic challenges.
In what has been a truly unprecedented time for CrossReach, the people we
support, our employees and our loyal supporters, we have yet again been
overwhelmed at the resolve of the CrossReach family. From seasons of
arduous frustration emerged a season of hope that, against the odds, gave
cause for real celebration about....
•
•
•
•
•

The recovery journeys of people once gripped by addiction
A parent receiving a hug for the very first time from their child
Giving people with dementia their voice to speak out about climate
change, through art
Sowing the ambition for meaningful employment in school pupils
The achievements of employees who support the thousands of people
who choose CrossReach for support

The list goes on. In times when it may seem that the only certainty is
uncertainty, we dare to hope and believe that we will continue to make a real
difference, with your help and support. Thank you.
Rev Thom Riddell, Convenor and Viv Dickenson , CEO
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Wedding
14 May

Max and Janet of Gilberstoun

Remembering
15 April

Maurette Middlemiss of Portobello

Remembering Margaret Goodall
It is with sadness that I say Margaret passed away on Wednesday, 11th May
in Moyness Nursing Home, Broughty Ferry .
She moved there three years ago to be close to her nephews, Colin and Brian,
and they and their families were able to love and support her to the end.
Margaret was a faithful servant, having led the Primary Sunday School in
Windsor Place for many years and then at the union with Bellfield Street
became THE Sunday School leader for another long period of time, so many
children have been guided by her. After her mother died in 1987, Margaret
assisted the Minister in visiting the sick and housebound. Despite having no
transport of her own she travelled all over Edinburgh, regardless of the
weather, bringing comfort to many – a job which she really enjoyed. She will
be fondly remembered by many.
Her funeral service, in Dundee on 1st June (her birthday), will be taken by Ian
Wotherspoon, so it is good to have the Portobello link.
Margaret A
(Both Margarets were ordained as Elders in June 1997, but while Margaret A
moved to Leven in 1998, Margaret G remained an Elder. Many people will
doubtless remember both of these ladies.)

P a g e 22

LIFE AND WORK June 2022
The Longest Reign The Dean of the Chapel Royal, the Rev
Professor David Fergusson, pays tribute to the Queen on
her platinum jubilee. The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers says
the Queen has been ‘a living example of scrupulous honesty and integrity’.
‘We Need to Stay United’ Jackie Macadam meets Lord Hodge, the Lord High
Commissioner to the 2022 General Assembly.
General Assembly A round-up of the reports to this year’s Assembly.
Marks of Mission: Care for Creation Last in the series looking at the Five
Marks of Mission
Faith in Action An official monthly update from the Faith Action Programme
The Power of Invitation In this month’s youth page, twins Kim and Fiona
Halliday share their faith journeys
‘Deliver us from evil’ David Searle continues his series on the Lord’s Prayer
Buy or subscribe, in print or digital, at www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe, or
speak to your church’s Life and Work promoter.
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MAGAZINE/DIARY DEADLINES
September 2022
October 2022
November 2022

Sunday 21st August 2022
Sunday 18th September 2022
Sunday 23rd October 2022

Scottish Charity Number : SCO11728
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