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From the editor  
 

 
In his letter this month, Stewart tells 
us that we are all tempted to hold on 
to the familiar. While he’s talking about the church 
and associated matters, it also applies to people like 
the associate editor and myself, who are trying to 
declutter. This is an interesting but lengthy process 
which involves much reading of old letters, finding 
of ancient report cards and making of decisions. For 
example, here’s some of our younger daughter’s 
hair, when she was four. She seems to be less 

attached to it (so to speak) than I am. She also suggests that I don’t need to 
keep a pot of assorted baby teeth. She may be right. 
 
This is a thought-provoking edition of Soundings. Stewart, as ever, gives us 
much to consider, and there’s a long and very moving article about Edinburgh 
Direct Aid’s current work in Ukraine. Not many of us would have the courage 
to do the very dangerous humanitarian work undertaken by these very brave 
people, but we’re invited to contribute financially to their work. There’s a 
request for suitable fabric to make period pads for refugees and useful 
information about our recycling programme.  
 
And on a cheerful topic, you’re invited to buy tickets for Calamity Jane, the 
Drama Group’s upcoming production. You can find out about the Book Club’s 
latest and future reads and also establish which of our congregation would 
take gin and tonic to cheer her up on a desert island.  
 
Thanks as ever to the usual contributors. You’re ever dependable! 
 
Pam  
 

 
  



 

From the minister        
 
Dear Friends and Neighbours,  

 

Pancakes and ashes. 

 

It is Shrove Tuesday evening as I write this and I’m 

sure that, at this very moment, plenty of people are 

enjoying pancakes with sugar and lemon juice. 

 

Tomorrow is Ash Wednesday.  That day that marks the beginning of Lent with 

a reminder of human mortality: from ashes we were created and to ashes we 

will return.  That season of Lent, a time of penitence and self-scrutiny, 

beginning with a sobering and solemn reminder of our human frailty. 

 

Many of you will have heard me mention that the first words that Jesus 

speaks in the Gospel of John are these: ‘What are you looking for?’  John’s 

story of Jesus begins with a question and how appropriate that is for a Gospel 

that presents a Christ who is in many ways so hard to grasp and fathom.   

 

I recently read an article that reminded the reader that, in the Gospel of 

Matthew, Jesus’ initial preaching can be summed up this way: ‘Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

 

Repent is metanoia in the Greek and this article emphasised its meaning of 

change, to turn around. 

 

If there is no change, there is no kingdom of heaven. 

 

We are all tempted to hold on to the familiar.  We are perhaps tempted to 

hold on not to that which is of eternal significance but to that which comforts 

and consoles us.   

 



 

The article suggests that perhaps we hold on to an experience of God, a word 

of God that speaks to us and we stay there.  We begin to build protective 

walls around that encounter but, once we do, that which provided the 

eternal spark no longer excites. 

 

There has been much talk about all that we have been trying to do at PJPC.  

The Rolling Sunday with the café and the three services on most Sunday 

mornings. 

 

There have been many good results flowing from this experiment: time to 

catch up with others over a coffee or a chance to participate in worship in a 

variety of formats.  Indeed, we continue to welcome new members into the 

church and it is exciting to welcome new faces and learn more about them, 

their lives and their faith. 

 

Many concerns too have been raised and articulated.  There are worries 

about workload and capacity, and also about fracturing the congregation.  

While there are some who have become engaged with the church because of 

these changes, others have been less engaged. 

 

Which is the right way forward? 

 

God only knows. 

 

Seriously. 

 

Many years ago we set up a discernment group to try to discern what God is 

calling us to do and be here in Portobello.  That led, mostly by chance but 

perhaps providentially, to discussions about a Messy Church Sunday which, in 

turn led to participation in the Growing Young initiative.  Which, in turn, led 

to the Rolling Sunday. 

 

Did we know this would happen? 

 

Maybe you did.  I certainly didn’t have a clue.   



 

 

Our Christian year starts with Advent and Christmas is, of course, the major 

festival at the beginning of the Christian year. 

 

Ash Wednesday, that sober reminder of mortality, begins Lent and it ends 

with Easter, that joyful reminder of eternity. 

 

I wonder, sometimes, if perhaps our Christian year, or at the very least our 

Christian lives, should start with Ash Wednesday.  An honest, sober, 

thoughtful look at ourselves and who we are as individuals and who we are 

as a church and who we are as a community.  Then, and only then, do we 

travel.  Forty days in the desert.  Just us, the desert around us and God. 

 

It is a journey.  One step in front of another.  To claim we know what will 

happen is hubris.  To set out on this journey is faith.  To repent, to turn, to 

change, opens possibilities and vistas. 

 

And what is this vista? 

 

A glimpse of the kingdom of heaven.  A recognition that the kingdom of 

heaven is here, now for us.  If we but know where to look.  If we know the 

one with whom we are invited to travel.  The tempted Christ, the famished 

Christ, the healing Christ, the suffering Christ, the resurrected Christ. 

 

Take this journey.   And you will never, ever remain unchanged.  That is not 

just repentance.  That is salvation. 

 
Stewart  

 

Thank you 
Thank you to all who collect pennies and coins in the tubes that are available 
in the vestibule. The total for 2022 was an amazing £333. This fundraiser was 
started many years ago and all money goes to the church property fund.  
Carry on collecting. 
Angela  



 

Worship  
 
Sunday 5 March (Second Sunday of Lent) 
9.30am  Quiet, reflective service 
10.30am Interactive, intergenerational service 
11.15am Traditional service 
 
Sunday 12 March (Third Sunday of Lent) 
9.30am  Quiet, reflective service 
10.30am Interactive, intergenerational service 
11.15am Traditional service 
 
Sunday 19 March (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 
10.30am Celebration Sunday (one service) 
 
Saturday 25 March 
3.30pm  Messy Church in the Sanctuary 
 
Sunday 26 March (Fifth Sunday of Lent) 
9.30am  Quiet, reflective service 
10.30am Interactive, intergenerational service 
11.15am Traditional service  
   followed by the Annual Stated Meeting (12.00) 
 
Sunday 2 April (Passion/Palm Sunday) 
9.30am  Quiet, reflective service 
10.30am Interactive, intergenerational service 
11.15am Traditional service 
 
Sunday 9 April (Easter Sunday) 
7.00am  Ecumenical Easter Beach Service  
   followed by breakfast in the hall 
9.30am  Quiet, reflective service 
10.30am Interactive, intergenerational service 
11.15am Traditional service 

  



 

We have a bit of a dilemma! Read on! 

 

Update from the recycling corner 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Dental products Toothpaste tubes – The Terracycle website has changed. 

No need to cut and clean out, unless you have become used to doing it! 

 

Terracycle also collect (and so can 

we in the same drawer) 

• Any brand of electric and battery 

toothbrush heads 

• Any brand of plastic toothbrush 

heads 

• Any brand of plastic toothbrushes 

• Any brand of floss containers and 

outer packaging

 

• But THESE ARE NOT ACCEPTED  

• Tubes that did not contain 

toothpaste 

• Any toothbrushes not made from 

plastic 

• Reusable toothbrush handles 

• Interdental brushes 

• Battery operated toothbrushes 

• Dental floss (string) 

• Mouthwash plastic bottles 

• Breath sprays 

• Denture adhesives packaging 

• Denture tablets packaging 

• Denture cream tubes 

• Toothpaste pumps 

 



 

 
 

2. Optical – As before: spectacles, contact lens blister packaging and the foil 
which goes with it, and soft disposable contact lenses (daily, 2-weekly and 
monthly). 
3. Milk bottle tops – red, blue and green, but NO other screw-on plastic tops, 
but, just in case you are wondering, we will be collecting the new white tops. 
4. Writing instruments – Pens, mechanical pencils and refills, highlighters, felt 
tips, whiteboard and permanent markers 
5. Used stamps and old postcards – as before. Remember to keep a margin of 1 
centimetre of paper around the stamps when cutting from envelope. 
6. Electrical cable – and any small electrical goods which may have copper in 
(speak to Elizabeth Anderson) 
7. NEW – Sheena (a new member) has offered to collect used printer ink 
cartridges, any brand, but NOT the generic unbranded cartridges (those that are 
much cheaper to buy in the first instance). Thank you, Sheena. If you are already 
sending your used ones away by post, please continue to do so. 
8. Blister packs. Now, herein lies the dilemma! So many people take pills these 
days! Blister packs are classed as medical waste and they can only be dropped 
off at a Superdrug store which has a pharmacy attached. There are just 10 or 11 
of them in Scotland. The nearest to us is in Stirling! Such has been the wonderful 
response to our request for these, that the volunteer driver who has taken them 
in the past needs assistance. IS THERE ANYONE OUT THERE WHO GOES TO 
STIRLING regularly who might be able to drop them off (it's in a shopping mall)? 
If so, please speak to Sandra or Kay. And, while we're on the subject, please be 
advised that we cannot accept the big blister packs (about A5 size). Kay has 
spoken with the manufacturers, Omnicell, and has been advised that they also 
have recyclable 
alternatives, but the 
pharmacist who packs 
the pills needs to 
choose them. Users 
could ask their 
pharmacy for such 
packaging.  
 



 

 
 

And lastly, remember that Tesco and some other 
supermarkets take 'soft' plastic – any plastic bag, 
crisp packets, food and pet pouches, plastic 
wrappers, any plastic film.  
 
Thank you. 
 
The PJPC Recycling team 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Request for fabric 
There is a new sewing group locally making the 
reusable period pads for refugees. It is called ‘E 
Pachas’. If anyone out there has any dark coloured, 
patterned cotton or cotton polyester fabric needing 
a new home, you are assured it will be put to very 
good use. Maybe you are replacing a duvet cover? 
 
Kay  
 
 



 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 

On the ground in Ukraine 
 
Currently one of Edinburgh Direct Aid's (EDA) most 
stalwart and longest serving volunteers, Maggie, is in the 
field working with Rob, an Australian independent who 
has access to one or two vehicles which he uses to deliver 
aid to villages in or near front-line areas. Because of the 
Russian campaign to destroy Ukraine's infrastructure, the 
most urgent need at the moment is to supply means of 
heating in the desperate cold of the Ukrainian winter. 
Accordingly, Maggie is currently using money donated to 

EDA for Ukraine to buy and deliver supplies of wood and small wood stoves. 
 
Another EDA volunteer, Nigel, is also currently in Ukraine but on a very different 
mission, working with Ukrainian specialists to provide music therapy to highly 
traumatised children evacuated from some of the worst hit areas. 
 
Here follows Maggie's recent blog from Ukraine. EDA is currently formalising its 
response to the dreadful Turkey/Syria earthquake. 

 
 

 
I've noticed that my neighbour back at home in Yorkshire does not dissolve into 
tears of happiness when his fresh load of wood arrives to burn in his stove. 
Strange, because here in the front-line towns of Donetsk, it happens all the time 
when EDA delivers another nine-ton load of fuel wood. The women come out of 
their apartment blocks or emerge from their bomb shelter basements as soon as 
we arrive. I guess they sense something different from the constant sound of 
artillery - the sound of a big tipper truck arriving and starting to disgorge a load 
of EDA fuel wood makes them very happy for a while. They are freezing but now 
they will be able to light their stoves – they can cook hot food and feel warm, at 
least for the time that they can spin out their share of the logs.  
 



 

 
 

We are hugged repeatedly and most are tearful with gratitude. It's our reward 
and it drives us to do more. They bring small trolleys to carry it home and they 
work together fast and efficiently. Neighbour helps neighbour. This is not a place 
to hang around in the open. The shelling is loud and constant and shelter is 
needed as soon as possible. We need to go. The Russians are pushing hard 
towards this town and late afternoon is often the most dangerous time when 
shelling gets heavier. We had no choice today. We got delayed on the road here 
but decided to continue to the town. This was our last opportunity to deliver. A 
few more quick hugs and we were away. 
 
There's only one road in and out of the town but there are woods on the east 
side which give protection. Ukrainian guns conceal themselves in these woods 
and fire into the Russian positions. Sudden close outgoing fire is almost as 
equally terrifying as incoming. It nearly drives me off the road with shock and the 
road itself is so shockingly awful anyway that the whole entrance/exit experience 
is one that I have no wish to repeat very often.  
 
During this past eight days we 
get five major wood deliveries 
through to five different 
collection points in three front 
line towns. Forty-five tons of 
wood in total and all has to be 
loaded by hand by a couple of 
young Ukrainians at the wood 
yard and by us! My arms are 
extremely sore from the effort. 
Each load takes two hours. Rob 
has the extra task of climbing 
into the truck to spread the load. 
The distances to each drop town 
vary. Some are not so far but access can be risky. It all takes so much time. We 
were planning to go to a town with only one road in, but this time with full 
exposure to the Russian guns on both sides. It's a small area like a peninsula still 
held by the Ukrainians, and vehicles trying to reach the town are targeted. I 
made the decision that it was a risk too far. We would not go.  



 

 
 

 
We must take into account the level of exposure on the road. In one town, the 
direct and faster route in and out is over a high bridge visible to the line of fire. 
Do we take this route at speed or do we take a less exposed but much longer 
route? It depends on the day. Entering at 6.30am is usually the best time. We 
drive in fast over the bridge and out on the longer route when the guns have 
woken up. The tipper truck has a military look and offers a big target.  
 
The depth of gratitude that we receive at each delivery indicates to us that this 
part of our work is of huge value and worth the risk. EDA is very grateful to a 
Swedish organisation who has loaned us the tipper truck. Without this we 
couldn't carry out such valuable deliveries. But groups have to help each other 
here. We all have a common task.  
 
We don't get back to our 5th floor hospital room until mid-evening. It's a long 
day. Even here we don't always get a peaceful night. The lights in our small ward 
need to go off by 8.00pm. We have no blackout blinds and all buildings in this 
larger town must try to be invisible as much as possible. Even finding my way 
back to the hospital each night through such blackness is a challenge. Thank 
goodness Rob knows his way.  
 
We are well within artillery range here and on a couple of nights I've shot up in 
bed as a missile strikes infrastructure close by – the windows rattle and the noise 
of the blast gets the heart rate shooting up. I don't like being on the 5th floor. 
I'm very tempted to go to the ground floor and climb into bed with any patient 
who'll let me!  
 
We make another visit to Elena and her Mum in their dangerous village and Rob 
tries again in his broken Russian to persuade her to leave. We bring her a couple 
of head torches, toilet paper, wet wipes, just everyday stuff that she has no 
access to. Most people stay hunkered down in their basements and houses. We 
bring sweets for Elena. Her mother still refuses to leave. She is worried about her 
cabbages! She has a personality disorder, clear by the manner in which she 
speaks. This is confirmed by Rob and it's very sad. She is not aware of the real 
dangers in which she places Elena. We can do no more.  



 

 
 

Our decision to focus EDA's funds on two main items of aid has been a good one 
I think – fuel, wood and water. We have supplied around 2000 litres of water as 
well as the forty-five tons of wood but we have also delivered, in smaller 
quantities, propane cooking stoves, gasoline for generators, plastic sheeting for 
damaged windows, head torches and batteries.  
 
Finally we return to Kharkiv. The tipper truck needs repairing. The roads have 
taken their toll. The long wheel-based Sprinter I've been driving is in a mess. I 
have almost zero visibility out the back. One of the back windows smashed when 
one of the metal stoves bounced against it on a very rough stretch of road. The 
offside wing mirror plus small side window were destroyed by another vehicle 
hitting the van so I have no visibility turning left. Apart from the loss of windows 
and mirror, the depth of filth on the lights and windscreen needs constant 
scraping.  
 
I'm glad to get back to Kharkiv in one piece. Rob will continue his valuable work 
supporting other groups in whatever way he can. He is brave and tireless. For me 
the ever-present danger is wearing. I'm not very brave, reasonably tireless but 
now I've stopped, I'm exhausted. The secret is, like Rob, not to stop!  
 
I'm very pleased with what EDA has done here in Donbas. Now shower. Sleep.  
But mostly reflection on what I've left behind. 
 
Maggie  

 
 

 
 
 
If you would like to donate to EDA's funds, please visit 
https://www.edinburghdirectaid.org/Stripe/Stripe.htm and follow the links, 
choosing where you would like your donation to be used, eg: Syria, Ukraine or 
Lebanon. 

https://www.edinburghdirectaid.org/Stripe/Stripe.htm


 

 
 

Gardening with George – More plant lore 

from George, horticulturist and star of the small 
screen. 

 
 
 
 
 
There is a fair bit of activity (plant wise) in the garden 
here in #sunnyjoppa, what with snowdrops still in bloom, 
lots of dwarf iris just going over and the first of the 
narcissus / daffodils lifting their faces to the spring 
sunshine. The pots of iris that have finished flowering will 

be set aside, given a potash feed and allowed to die back in readiness for 
flowering next spring.  I like this time of year, so full of promise.  No matter what 
we say or do, the seasons turn and the wonders of nature still astonish. The 
dwarf narcissus at the entrance to the main halls and the ones nestling along the 
west wall of the Church add a welcome as we enter or leave, and the two clumps 
planted either side of the main church door are showing lots of promise, wind 
and weather permitting.  
 
The garden and grounds have settled back into their new normality after the 
tree removal, pruning and chipping that was done in the autumn. Soon it will be 
time to think about some replanting.  
 
My allotment has been tidied and readied for the new season and a number (Gill 
would say too many) of seeds and plants have been ordered.  Bumper harvests 
are anticipated at this point but as we know, ‘there is many a slip ‘tween cup and 
lip’.  
 



 

 
 

In the garden at home the ‘lasagne pots’ & 
spring bulbs are flowering well. The one 
planted in the autumn of 2021 which first 
flowered in spring 2022 is flowering again 
this year and looking much better than the 
one I planted last autumn. It benefitted 
from its rest over summer.  
 
In the cold glasshouse, the serried ranks of 

pots of bulbs destined for The Caley Spring Show are looking forward to their 
time in the spotlight. With the vagaries of the seasons, some are well advanced, 
others not so. Remedial action will be needed.  
 
The seeds of aubergine, tomato and peppers sown indoors on the windowsill in 
mid-January have all germinated and the delicate seedlings have been 
transferred to the sunny shelf in the cold glasshouse to harden off and make 
ready to plant in mid-April.  Peas and /broad beans have been sown in root 
trainers and the first of the cauliflower and lettuce have been pricked out. It is all 
go.  
 
However, while the foregoing may be full of optimism and hope I know that I 
must steady myself and be ready for the annual failures and problems that the 
predations from slugs, snails, greenfly, vine weevils, caterpillars, pigeons and 
scale insects will bring. 
 
It’s good to be cheerful!! 
 
Happy gardening 
 
Stay safe and keep smiling. 
 
George  
 



 

 
 

Word for today 

 

“If a relationship with God 
could come by rule-keeping… 
Christ died unnecessarily.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
While grace doesn’t give anyone a licence to live as they please, the 
judgementalism that comes from insisting that others live by our standards has 
caused untold damage. Even when we think we’re disguising your feelings, they 
can come out in our facial expressions or a “holier than thou” attitude.  
 
Jesus said, “Don’t judge others, and God won’t judge you. Don’t be hard on 
others, and God won’t be hard on you. Forgive others and God will forgive you.” 
(Luke 6, 37). 
 
A judgemental person will act as if blowing someone else’s light out will cause 
theirs to shine more brightly. Paul writes, “If a relationship with God could come 
by rule-keeping… Christ died unnecessarily.” (Galatians 2,21). 
 
And again: “If another believer is beset by sin... humbly help that person back on 
to the right path. Be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself.” 
(Galatians 6,1).  
 
 
© 2016:  This devotional is produced by United Christian Broadcaster, free of charge through the generosity of 
our supporters.   As a gift to the body of Christ, permission is given to Churches and Christian organisations to 
copy up to a maximum of 52 daily excerpts per year.   Excerpts must acknowledge The Word for Today as the 
source, give the UCB address (see below) and inform that free issues of the daily devotional are available for the 
UK and Republic of Ireland - Westport Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent 
ST6 4JF 

 



 

 
 

PJPC Book Club – Klara and the Sun – Kazuo Ishiguro 

 
This, we all thought, was an interesting novel, a page turner, a love story and one 
that offered us a ‘1984/ Brave New World’ insight into a possible future world. 
Some thought it a very disturbing book and did not enjoy the dystopian 
atmosphere it created. 
 

We meet Klara, the main character, as she is looking out of the store window 
and observing the general activities on the street: passers-by, old men with dogs, 
taxicabs with angry drivers, everybody seemingly in a hurry. She enjoys the 
sunshine. Klara first appears to be human but as the pages turn, it quickly 
transpires that she is a ‘robot’ an AF (artificial friend) with the power to think, 
memorise, reach conclusions (not all of which are necessarily logical). Klara 
worships the sun and follows its every move across the sky. Her intelligence is 
built upon her observation of others while her energy comes from batteries 
charged by solar power.  
 

Enter Josie, the daughter of a busy businesswoman who is looking for a 
companion for her sickly daughter – or is it a replacement for her? Klara is 
selected as the ideal companion for Josie, an ill child in need of friendship and 
understanding.  
 

The book is very well written. As the author explores the futuristic world of 
human genetic modification (lifting), he also highlights human loneliness, 
selfishness, family discord, elitism, false hope, sacrifice, unquestioning 
friendship, pollution and perhaps above all, the need to have faith and a belief in 
something. It raised lots of questions for us and the discussion during our 
meeting was at times serious, often humorous and frequently caused us to ask 
what makes ‘a proper person’. This is a provocative novel setting out and testing 
the relationships that exist between people, between people and machines and 
within families, a future where solar power and the throwaway society rule. An 
interesting and enjoyable read. 
 

 Our book for the end of March is The Fair Botanists by Sara Sheridan and for the 
end of May we will read Leonard and Hungry Paul by Ronan Hession. 
Happy reading. George 



 

 
 

Brain-teaser 
 
This month I’ve been thinking about the Drama Group’s next 
production. You might like to think of the title as a crossword 
answer – with the clue being something along the lines of: 
 
She is a disaster (8,4) 
 
Or you might prefer to work it out from the first letters of the answers to these 
clues:  
 
Abel’s brother (4 letters)    - - - - 
Moses’s brother (5 letters)    - - - - - 
Mary and Martha’s brother (8 letters)   - - - - - - - 
Cain’s brother (4 letters)    - - - - 
Jesus’s mother (4 letters)    - - - - 
Jacob’s other name (6 letters)    - - - - - - 
Doubting… (6 letters)     - - - - - - 
Version of Jehovah (6 letters)    - - - - - - - 
 
 
Twin brother of Esau (5 letters)    - - - - - 
Isaac’s father (7 letters)     - - - - - - - 
“… the prophet anointed Solomon king” (6 letters) - - - - - - 
Twin brother of Jacob (4 letters)     - - - -  
 
Alison  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers: Cain, Aaron, Lazarus, Abel, Mary, Israel, Thomas, Yahweh and then Jacob, 
Abraham, Nathan, Esau  = CALAMITY JANE. 

 



 

 
 

Getting to know you – Janette. 

Janette says: I have been a 
resident of Portobello for 
80 years, apart from 2 
years which I spent in 

Canada. I went to Towerbank School and then 
on to Portobello Secondary. I worked in the Civil 
Service both in Edinburgh and Canada. I then 
went to Moray House and worked as a teacher 
until I retired in 2001. 
 

Q. What is a favourite hymn, and why? 

A. I to the hills will lift mine eyes.  As a 

pupil in P7 we had a teacher who made 

us memorise hymns and this one struck 

a chord. 

 

Q. What’s your earliest memory? 

A. Paddling in the sea when I was 3 at the bottom of Tower Street, now 

Figgate Street.  

 

Q. What was your job, and in an alternative life, what job might you have 

chosen? 

A. I was a primary school teacher. Now I would have chosen to be a forensic 

psychologist. 

 

Q. What are you reading at the moment? 

A. I have just finished Klara and the Sun by Kasuo Ishiguro. 

 
Q. What is your most prized possession? 

A. Photographs dating back to 1900. 



 

 
 

 

Q. What luxury would you take to a desert island? 

A. Gin and tonic. 

 

Q. Where would you go in a time machine? 

A. The future. 

 

Q. What gets you up in the morning (apart from your alarm clock)? 

A. Swimming at 6. 

 

Q. What makes your heart sing? 

A. Time spent with family and friends over a meal. 

 

Q. What is something that most people don’t know about you? 

A. When I was three I contracted polio, then called infantile paralysis. I 

spent 9 months in Bangour Hospital. I have many memories of my time 

there. 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

LIFE AND WORK March 2023  
 
Connecting to God in Nature Thomas Baldwin learns 
about the growth of groups taking church outdoors. 
 
Intergenerational Church In the third of the series, Suzi Farrant and Darren Philip 
consider mutual relationships and learning  
 
Joyful Generosity Amid Uncertainty The National Stewardship Team reflects on 
exercising Christian stewardship in times of economic challenge 
 
Being Open to Change The Moderator explains why the Church has to be 
prepared to change 
 
‘Let Justice Roll’ Ruth Harvey considers the call of the prophet Amos that justice 
is a matter of extreme urgency 
 
Plants of the Bible Jackie Macadam looks at the plants, food and scents of the 
Bible 
 
View from the Pulpit The Rev Shuna Dicks offers an ‘encouragement for creative 
thinking’ 
 
Youth Column Rebekah Lennon explains why she made a Profession of Faith on 
her 16th birthday 
 
Regulars The Rev Dr Martin Johnston on leadership, The Very Rev Albert Bogle 
on digital church, John L Bell on worship, Reflection by the Rev Dr Richard Frazer 
 
Plus: official updates from the Assembly Trustees and Faith Action Programme, 
readers’ pictures, news, letters, reviews and puzzles – all for £3.50. Visit 
www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe or speak to your church’s Life and Work co-
ordinator. 
 

http://www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe


 

 
 

Remembering 
 
24 January Bill Currie of Northfield 
18 February Ron Thorogood of Musselburgh 
20 February Bill Thomson of Portobello  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Magazine/Diary Deadlines 

April 2023   Sunday, 19th March 2023 
May 2023   Sunday, 23rd April 2023 
June/July/August 2023  Sunday, 21st May 2023 
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